
A DYNAMIC THOUGHT LEADERSHIP PLATFORM TO 
PROVOKE NEW WAYS OF THINKING
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Youth
Leadership

Legacy

Acknowledgement of CountryAcknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this Country and pay our deep respect for their 

worldview, connection to Country and healing knowledge.
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The Honourable Fiona Simpson MP
Minister for Women and Women’s Economic Security, 
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships and Minister for Multiculturalism

Founding Executive Producer & Program Director
Non-Executive Director Australian Women in Music

THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT
A Message from

WELCOME FROM VICKI GORDON
Welcome to Meanjin Brisbane on Yuggera and Turrbal Country for the sixth 
Australian Women in Music Conference, a dynamic thought leadership platform to 
share insights and ideas to provoke new ways of thinking. 

Through this year’s theme of Youth, Leadership & Legacy we continue to centre 
First Nations women and cultural leadership exploring the importance of legacy 
and taking seriously our responsibility to create a lasting impact for future 
generations. We confront the ongoing lack of recognition for women in technical 
roles and music photographer Brittney Long shares her story as a differently-abled 
artist navigating an often able-bodied, male-dominated space with award-winning 
journalist Tiana Speter. 

Thank you to the Queensland Government and our incredible Conference partners 
Jo Pratt and WOW (Women of the World), Elise Reitz-Swensen and Women of 
Music Production (WOMP), Cindy Vogels, Nicole Harper and Space Girls Festival, 
Catherine Satour, Cooper-lily Nikora and Support Act and everyone who has made 
AWMA possible this year. 

I hope you enjoy our Conference Program and will take this time to make new 
friends and form strong authentic connections along the way. 

Yours in solidarity

As Queensland’s Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, 
Minister for Multiculturalism, Minister for Women, and our state’s first ever Minister 
for Women’s Economic Security, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 2025 
Australian Women in Music Conference in Meanjin, Brisbane.

The Queensland Crisafulli LNP Government is proud to sponsor AWMA and 
its work in amplifying the voices of women from diverse backgrounds, rural and 
remote areas, and especially Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women - whose 
cultural heritage enriches the soundtrack of our nation.
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Photographer: Billy Zammit
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CONFERENCE 
PROGRAM

FORUM 1

In Conversation

FORUM 2

LUNCH

FORUM 3

FORUM 4

Wed 8 Oct | Queensland Multicultural Centre

9:40 - 11:00

9:30

1:15 - 2:30

11:15 - 12:30

12:30 - 1:15

2:45 - 4:00

4:15 - 5:30

JUJU, MUNJIMUNJINA 
JANGKURR – Words 
from Deep in the Bush: 
First Nations Women’s 
Journeys

Convenor Introduction
Welcome to Country

The Young and the 
Restless

Balancing the Mix: 
Redefining Tech

Leading Through 
Disruption: Innovation 
& Adaption

MorningMorning

AfternoonAfternoon
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MorningMorning

FORUM 1

WELCOME TO 
COUNTRY

FORUM 2

9:40 - 11:00

9:30

11:15 - 12:30

JUJU, MUNJIMUNJINA JANGKURR 
– Words from Deep in the Bush: First 
Nations Women’s Journeys with Arrkula 
Yinbayarra

YUMI STYNES
CONFERENCE CONVENOR

THE YOUNG AND THE RESTLESS

A powerful conversation centring First Nations 
women in music, storytelling and cultural leadership. 
From the high costs of travel and juggling work 
and family, to cultural responsibilities and the joy of 
singing in language.

This Forum reveals the resilience behind their vision to 
keep culture strong as they share the challenges and 
triumphs of creating music in a remote community.

Yumi Stynes is a TV and radio presenter, author, and 
podcaster known for her work on programs like The 
Circle and for co-authoring books on topics such as 
consent, feminism and health.

This Forum amplifies the voices and visions of young 
female and gender-diverse creatives shaping the 
future of music. We explore how to support the 
development and ongoing sustainability of young 
people in the music industry particularly in the face 
of challenges for female and LGBTQI+ artists, above 
and beyond their peers.

FACILITATOR: 
Dr Shelley Morris AO 
(Yanyuwa/Wardaman)

PANELLISTS: 
Deandra McDinny
Maria Pyro 
Marlene Timothy
Rachel McDinny

FACILITATOR: 
Cindy Vogels 
Georgie Taylor

PANELLISTS: 
Ella Joy
ixaras
Jemzel
Lily Morris

Support Act Yarning 
Strong Forum

Aunty Kathy (Yuggera)

In partnership with 
Space Girls Festival
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AfternoonAfternoon

FORUM 3

IN 
CONVERSATION

FORUM 4

2:45 - 4:00

4:15 - 5:30

BALANCING THE MIX: 
REDEFINING TECH

WITH MUSIC PHOTOGRAPHER 
BRITTANY LONG

LEADING THROUGH DISRUPTION: 
INNOVATION & ADAPTATION

In this Forum we explore innovation, equity and 
opportunity in music technology, sound production 
and digital creation.

We examine challenges in the studio faced by 
women and gender-diverse music makers and discuss 
the issues surrounding gender disparity which are 
impacting on women’s ongoing lack of recognition in 
music producer and technical roles. 

Brittany shares the challenges and triumphs that 
have shaped her career, her vision for a truly barrier-
free live music scene and the evolving role visual 
storytelling plays in redefining representation.

This Forum challenges the belief that gender equity 
has already been achieved, joining the dots between 
people, movements and ideas.

We look at new leadership models which move away 
from traditional patriarchal structures to explore 
the responsibility of legacy to create a positive and 
lasting impact for future generations.

FACILITATOR: 
Elise Reitze-Swensen

PANELLISTS: 
Becki Whitton
Candice Lorrae
Emily Hopley
Eve Klein

HOSTED BY: 
Tiana Speter

FACILITATOR: 
Jo Pratt

PANELLISTS: 
Dizzy Doolan
Kaylah Truth
Kearna Sweeney 
Maggie Collins

In partnership with 
WOMP (Women of 
Music Production)

In partnership with 
WOW (Women of 
the World)

1:15 - 2:30
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IN CONVERSATION 
WITH BRITTANY LONG AND TIANA SPETER

In this year’s compelling ‘In 
Conversation’ Brittany shares the 
challenges and triumphs that have 
shaped her career, her vision for a 
truly barrier-free live music scene and 
the evolving role visual storytelling 
plays in redefining representation – 
back stage, front of house, on and off 
the stage.

Brittany Long is a live music and 
entertainment photographer on 

wheels, known for capturing the unfiltered atmosphere and emotion of live 
performance. Her images don’t just document – they immerse, transporting 
audiences back into the heat and heart of the moment. Renowned for doing 
whatever it takes to get the shot, Brittany brings an unmatched perspective 
from both the pit and beyond.

As a disabled artist navigating an often able-bodied, male-dominated space, 
she is committed to breaking down physical barriers that limit who gets to 
experience live music. Her long-running portrait series Stairing Through the 
Lens photographs artists seated on staircases at music venues and festivals 
across Australia – a striking visual metaphor which sparks conversations about 
access, representation and physical design of the spaces we take for granted.

Beyond the camera, Brittany is a passionate advocate for accessibility and 
inclusivity in the music industry.

Tiana Speter is the sole owner, chief rambler and reviewer of The Soundcheck 
raised on a diet of classical music before evolving into a rock and            
metal-devouring machine! She is an AWMA 2024 winner, journalist and writer 
recognised for her outstanding contribution to music journalism and media. 
Her passion for storytelling and championing diverse talent has made her a 
sought-after interviewer and host at music festivals, forums and events across 
the country.

8

Tiana Speter
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The Australian Women in Music Delegates Program is a dynamic initiative 
designed to amplify the voices of female and gender-diverse artists and music 
practitioners who live and work outside major metropolitan areas. Successful 
delegates are supported with travel, accommodation and daily allowances 
enabling them to fully participate in the rich two-day annual Awards & Conference 
Program. This immersive experience offers participants unparalleled opportunities 
to connect, learn and be inspired with powerful insights and real-world perspectives 
across the music industry in a safe and supportive environment. 

The Program includes unique networking opportunities designed to foster 
meaningful connections with peers, industry leaders and potential collaborators. 
In addition, delegates are invited to attend the First Nations Women’s Music 
Showcase, to walk the Black Carpet and attend the prestigious Awards Ceremony 
& Concert celebrating the outstanding achievements of female and gender-
diverse artists and music practitioners across all areas of industry and all genres 
of music. The two day event concludes with the much anticipated After Party, 
another invaluable opportunity to celebrate and connect with the broader music 
community. In 2025, the Program was available exclusively to artists and music 
practitioners from New South Wales and Queensland thanks to the generous 
support of the Queensland Government and Sound NSW.

WOMEN IN MUSIC 
DELEGATES PROGRAM 2025

 Photographer: Elouise van Riet-Gray
2024 AWMA Queensland 
Regional & Remote Delegates
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 TRANSFORMING WOMEN’S L IVES ACROSS QUEENSLAND AND BEYOND!
�� 500+ School Girls Mentored
�� 1000+ Women Stories Shared 
�� 200+ Women-Led Businesses 

WOW draws “the attention to women of all race, colour, creed all status in society”
WOW “highlights not just the issues, but the challenges and also the great things

that have happened and the great women”
Professor Henrietta Marrie AM - Cairns 

Be Part of this Extraordinary Movement! 
��Join our Pioneering Giving Circle: Constellation of Stars ��   

WOW Australia is proudly supported by 

�� 200+ Performances & Exhibits 
�� 20K+ Live Festival Attendees 
�� 100K+ Digital Content Viewers
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PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

EDUCATION PARTNER

MAJOR PARTNERS

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

INDUSTRY SUPPORTERS PRODUCTION PARTNERS

PRESENTING PARTNERS

MARKETING PARTNERS BROADCAST PARTNERS

BEVERAGE PARTNERSACCOMMODATION PARTNER

LEGAL COUNSEL

MERCHANDISE PARTNERS

scenestr

scenestr

scenestr



womeninmusicawards.com.au
#AWMA2025


